

Publication Date: Wednesday, April 8, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk223439238][bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Maine State Housing Authority
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 99-346 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Rule
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P085
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: The rule repeals and replaces the current Chapter 16, Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Rule. The rule is the qualified allocation plan for allocating and administering the federal low-income housing tax credit in the State of Maine, including the State’s housing credit ceiling for calendar years 2027 and 2028, as required pursuant to Section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code.
PUBLIC HEARING: A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at 9:30 a.m. at Maine State Housing Authority, 26 Edison Drive, Augusta, Maine. To listen or testify virtually, please contact the Board Administrator before the hearing at MaineHousing, 26 Edison Drive, Augusta, Maine 04330-6046; (207) 626-4600 (voice); 1-800-452-4668 (voice in state only); or 711 (Maine Relay) or via e-mail: BoardAdmin@mainehousing.org.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, May 8, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Ashley Carson
Maine State Housing Authority, 26 Edison Drive, Augusta, Maine, 04330-6046
(207) 626-4600 (Telephone)
(207) 626-4678 (Fax)
Maine Relay 711 (Teletypewriter)
acarson@mainehousing.org (Email)
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same as Contact Person
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 30-A M.R.S. §4741(1), 30-A M.R.S. §4741(14), §4726, and Section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Same as above
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.mainehousing.org 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: acarson@mainehousing.org    

[bookmark: _Hlk226017160]
AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Elevator and Tramway Safety Program 
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES:  

· 02-041 C.M.R. Ch. 501, Definitions [Amend]
· 02-041 C.M.R. Ch. 511, National Codes Applicable to Elevators and Tramways [Repeal and Replace]
· 02-041 C.M.R. Ch. 513, Elevators [Amend]
· 02-041 C.M.R. Ch. 521, Elevator Owners’ Duties and Responsibilities [Amend]

TYPES OF RULES: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2026-P086 (Ch. 501), 2026-P087 (Ch. 511), 2026-P088 (Ch. 513), 2026-P089 (Ch. 521) 
BRIEF SUMMARY: The proposed rulemaking was advertised for public comment on December 3, 2025.  The Director accepted comments through January 2, 2026 and pursuant to 5 M.R.S. s. 8052(5-C), has made changes to the rulemaking proposal.  The changes to the proposed rulemaking are:  (1) Elevators installed prior to January 1, 2003 (change from January 1, 1984) must comply with the standards of ASME A17.3-2023, subject to the amendments and exclusions set forth in the rule; (2) Elevators installed prior to January 1, 2003 and subject to Section 2(1) of the proposed Chapter 511 must be in compliance with the rule within five (5) years of the effective date of the rule; and (3) a table that was part of Section 2(2)(A) of the rule is moved to an Appendix A.  The rulemaking forms and proposed chapters may be accessed at https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/elevator-tramway-safety-program, and include: Chapter 501, Definitions:  The rulemaking will amend the chapter by adding a definition for a State Periodic Test Record.    Chapter 511, National Codes Applicable to Elevators and Tramway:    The rulemaking will repeal and replace the existing chapter with the same title.  The Director proposes the adoption of updated national safety codes and standards that apply to elevators and tramways installed in the State of Maine, subject to the exceptions and amendments as set forth in the rule.   Chapter 513, Elevators:  The rulemaking makes technical and formatting corrections.  It will implement LD 1709 from the 131st Legislature (P.L. 2023, c. 326), providing the Director shall adopt rules regarding the proper operation of construction hoists and training requirements for construction hoist operators.  It will also implement changes pursuant to LD 975 from the 131st Legislature (P.L. 2023, c. 149).  Chapter 521, Elevator Owners’ Duties and Responsibilities:  The rulemaking makes technical and formatting corrections.  It will also implement LD 1709 from the 131st Legislature (P.L. 2023, c. 326), providing the Director shall adopt rules regarding the proper operation of construction hoists and training requirements for construction hoist operators.  
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A.  Pursuant to 5 M.R.S. § 8052(1) and § 8053(7)(A), a hearing may be requested by five (5) interested persons by submitting a request in writing to contact person for this filing.   
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, May 8, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. (EST).  Comments may be submitted in writing: (1) by e-mail to Kristin Racine at kristin.racine@maine.gov, or (2) by mail to the Elevator and Tramway Safety Program, 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035.  
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Holly Poirier, Program Manager
35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
207-592-0434
207-624-8637
Maine Relay 711
Holly.Poirier@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. §§ 15202, 15205-A, 15211, 15212, 15221, 15224, 15225-A, 15227, 15228, 15229, 15230; 5 M.R.S. § 8056(2-A) 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/elevator-tramway-safety-program
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Penny.Vaillancourt@maine.gov

[bookmark: ][bookmark: ][bookmark: _Hlk124326626][bookmark: _Hlk175658805][bookmark: _Hlk175657783]ADOPTIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES: 

· 18-553 C.M.R. Ch. 104, Premises Licensed as Wholesalers, Manufacturers and Certificate of Approval
· 18-553 C.M.R. Ch. 107, Advertising and Signs Applicable to All License Holders

ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2026-072 (Ch. 104), 2026-073 (Ch. 107)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Implementing new statutes regarding alcohol industry trade practices and general cleanup. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Devon Cook
Agency Name: Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations
Mailing Address: 8 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333-0008
Telephone Number: 207-446-3857
Email Address: Devon.cook@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Maine Revenue Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-125 C.M.R. Ch. 202, Tree Growth Tax Law Valuations – 2026
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-074

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Maine Revenue Services has repealed and replaced Rule 202 (Tree Growth Tax Law Valuations – 2024).  The replaced rule provides updated valuation rates for each forest type by region.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, April 7, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Alex Weber, General Counsel
Agency Name: Maine Revenue Services
Mailing Address: 51 Commerce Drive, Augusta ME 04330
Telephone Number: (207) 624-9712
Email Address: alexander.j.weber@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Maine Land Use Planning Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Land Use Districts and Standards
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-076

CONCISE SUMMARY:

In response to local input provided as part of the update to the Land Use Guidance Map related to the transfer of local land use regulatory authority, this rulemaking excludes Highland Plantation from eligible Primary and Secondary Locations (places designated as generally suitable for most new development subdistricts and residential subdivisions).

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, April 6, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Tim Beaucage
Agency Name: Maine Land Use Planning Commission
Mailing Address: 22 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0022
Telephone Number: 207-931-6974
Email Address: Timothy.Beaucage@maine.gov 


AGENCY:	Department of Public Safety, Emergency Medical Services’ Board (Maine EMS)
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 16-163 C.M.R. Ch. 11, Standards and Procedures for Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board Action
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-077

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rule repeals and replaces the existing Chapter 11 of Maine EMS’s rules, to address and implement changes to Maine EMS’s statute related to disciplinary and non-disciplinary actions resulting from P.L. 2025 c. 491, and to consolidate chapters of Maine EMS’s rules addressing misconduct and procedures for Maine EMS’s Licensing Board into one chapter, including the repeal of Chapter 14 of Maine EMS’s rules, which is incorporated into this rule. This rule identifies the procedures the Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board and Board Staff will take to evaluate an application that raises any concerns related to potential violation(s) of Maine EMS’s Rules and/or Statutes, and adds specificity to the statutory grounds with which action would be taken and avenues of appeal. This rule identifies the procedure the Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board and Board Staff will take regarding the investigation and resolution of a complaint related to potential violation(s) of Maine EMS’s Rules and/or Statutes brought against a licensee, adding specificity to the statutory grounds with which action would be taken, avenues of appeal, and the notification procedure upon final agency action. This rule implements a Maine EMS Code of Ethics specific to the needs of the EMS System in the State of Maine, and makes a violation of this code a violation of rules related to professional conduct. This rule adds specificity to the statutory authority related to ordering physical or mental examinations, clarifying that such an examination is ordered during an investigation into a complaint or concern, that a licensee bears the cost of an examination, and provides that a licensee may petition the Licensing Board to waive such expense.  


EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, April 6, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:	Jason J. Cooney
AGENCY NAME:		Office of Maine Emergency Medical Services
ADDRESS:				152 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0152
TELEPHONE:			207-626-3864


AGENCY:	Department of Public Safety, Emergency Medical Services Board (Maine EMS)
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 16-163 C.M.R. Ch. 12, Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-078

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rule repeals the current Chapter 12 of Maine EMS’s rules, and replaces it with a rule to address and implement changes to Maine EMS’s statute related to the Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board established by P.L. 2025 c. 491. This rule consolidates chapters of Maine EMS’s rules that address procedures for Board licensure actions, by incorporating the procedures previously contained within this chapter within Chapter 11 of Maine EMS’s rules. This rule outlines the operation of the Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board, including the terms of service of a Licensing Board appointee, the selection of a Chair and Chair-elect, the calling and frequency of meetings, and provides explanation and clarification of the consultation process during rulemaking regarding licensure functions.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, April 6, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:	Jason J. Cooney
AGENCY NAME:		Office of Maine Emergency Medical Services
ADDRESS:				152 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0152
TELEPHONE:			207-626-3864


AGENCY: Department of Public Safety, Emergency Medical Services Board (Maine EMS)
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 16-163 C.M.R. Ch. 14, Sexual Misconduct
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-079

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Maine Emergency Medical Services Board is repealing Chapter 14 and incorporating its provisions into a repeal/replace of the existing Chapter 11 of the Board’s Rules. This consolidation is intended to reduce the different areas of the Board’s Rules that separately address Board Action against licensees, into a single chapter.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, April 6, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Jason J. Cooney
Agency Name: Office of Maine Emergency Medical Services, Department of Public Safety
Mailing Address: 152 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0152
Telephone Number: 207-626-3864
Email Address: rulemaking.maineems@maine.gov

AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 13, Watercraft Rules [visual distress signals]
 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-081
CONCISE SUMMARY:  The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has amended Chapter 13 rules to include electronic visual distress signal devices (eVDSD) to the existing list of approved visual distress signals. This is necessary to remain in compliance with US Coast Guard law and rule standards for watercraft and will also provide boaters with more options, keeping up to date with new technology that is considered less dangerous and more reliable. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, April 2, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff	
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address: becky.orff@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Hunting [Youth Hunting Days]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-082 
CONCISE SUMMARY:  In accordance with Legislative Resolve (H.P. 857 – L.D. 1322) the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW) has adopted rules to establish a 2-year pilot program to increase youth participation in hunting. Part of this resolve entails establishing a 2-day youth bear hunting season on a Friday and Saturday, as well as establishing a day for youth hunting with dogs prior to the opening of the regular season for hunting with dogs. The resolve also directs MDIFW to increase availability for youth turkey hunters by establishing a long weekend or a 2-day season on a Friday and Saturday. As directed, this will be a pilot program for two years during the 2026 and 2027 hunting seasons. A complete copy of the rule may be requested from the agency contact person.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, April 2, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff	
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address: becky.orff@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Hunting [Moose hunting season]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-083 
CONCISE SUMMARY:  The Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife has amended the moose hunting season to include adding a September hunting season for antlered moose in WMDs 7, 12, 13, and 15 and adjusting the timing of the October antlered moose season such that there is always a one-week gap between that season and the September season. Adding additional WMDs to the September season will increase moose hunting opportunity without increasing permits and reduce hunter and user conflicts by redistributing hunters.  Adjusting the timing of the October season will ensure that it always occurs during a time period when bulls are more responsive to calling.   A complete copy of the rule may be requested from the agency contact person.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, April 2, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff	
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 34, Groundfish [Chapter 34.06 Haddock recreational size limit]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-084 

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Commissioner adopts this emergency rulemaking to modify the recreational size limit of haddock in accordance with recent changes adopted by NOAA Fisheries. This emergency rule decreases the recreational haddock minimum size limit from 18 inches to 17 inches, allowing additional fishing opportunity while maintaining catch with the recreational sub-ACL. This emergency rulemaking maintains consistency with federal regulations (50 CFR Part 648 [Docket No. 260304-0064]). 
  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, April 2, 2026 (Emergency Rule)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Corrin Flora
Agency Name: Department of Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0021
Telephone Number: (207) 446-8126
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 43, Bluefish [Bluefish possession limit]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-085

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Commissioner adopts this emergency rulemaking to modify the bluefish recreational possession limit in accordance with recent changes adopted by NOAA Fisheries (50 CFR Part 648 [Docket No. 260209-0039]). Bluefish is regulated by the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC). The 2025 management track stock assessment projected that the bluefish stock would reach its rebuilding target in 2025, allowing for a higher recreational bag limit. As a result, this emergency rulemaking increases the bluefish possession limit from 3 fish to 5 fish, in alignment with the private angler bag limit established by MAFMC and ASMFC.  
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, April 2, 2026 (Emergency Rule)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Corrin Flora
Agency Name: Department of Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0021
Telephone Number: (207) 446-8126
Email Address:  
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